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intro

Thinking about becoming a long-term
care nurse?
Discover everything you need to know about
a career as a long-term care nurse in the US.
Long-term care nurses provide care to
patients who need support over an extended
period of time. From caring for the elderly to
those with chronic medical conditions – it’s a
diverse field that offers the opportunity to
work in a range of environments. What’s
more, these nurses are in demand across the
US, as healthcare providers struggle to fill
roles. This rewarding career path also sees
nurses really get to know patients and their
families. Could it be the next step in your
nursing career?
We work with both international graduates in
the US and overseas nurses looking to
relocate. Thinking About Becoming a LongTerm Care Nurse? brings together all the
information you need to pursue a career as a
long-term care nurse in the US.
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What Qualifications Do I Need To
Become a Long-Term Care Nurse?
Long-Term Care Nurses need to complete a highereducation qualification in nursing. In the US, this will
be an Associate’s Degree in Nursing (AND) or a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN).
International qualifications are also recognized but
overseas nurses are required to demonstrate work
experience before they can practice in the US.
In addition, so that they can legally work as a nurse
in the country, all registered nurses in the USA must
pass the National Council Licensure Exam (NCLEXRN) before they can start practicing.
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What Skills Do I Need To Be a
Long-Term Care Nurse?
Many of the skills you need to be a long-term
care nurse are those that are important for
nurses everywhere. You should be
compassionate, professional, and friendly. But
there are some key skills that can help you to
succeed in this rewarding specialism.
Attention to Detail
Long-term care nurses are often the first line
of defense for patients. Being able to notice
the small changes that could be red flags for
bigger problems is a vital skill.
Excellent Communicator
Patients can be under long-term care for
years and being able to connect with patients,
families, and healthcare professionals within a
long-term setting are crucial.
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What Skills Do I Need To Be a
Long-Term Care Nurse?
Experience in Preventative Care
For many patients with chronic or long-term
conditions, the best kind of care is
preventative. Understanding how factors like
diet can impact a person living with a chronic
condition can help nurses to provide better
care.
Experience in End of Life Care
A key part of long-term care nursing is
supporting patients who are moving towards
the end of their life. Experience in this area
allows nurses to help people live their last
moments with dignity and kindness.
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What Will My Work
Environment Be Like?
As a long-term care nurse, you may work with
a variety of unique patients. But all will share
a need for specialist care that is provided
over a long period of time. You should expect
to work well in the care of patients with a
variety of needs.
Elderly
Older patients are a key group in long-term
care and experience or interest in
gerontology can be helpful for nurses.
Chronically Disabled
Long-term physically or mentally-disabled
patients may require specialist care in
dedicated facilities.
Dependent
Patients who have been through traumatic
injury or have conditions that prevent them
from living independently may require longterm care.
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What Types of Long-Term
Care Facilities Are There?
The variance of long-term care facilities is
almost as diverse as the patients themselves.
These are some of the most common facilities
you are likely to come across in the USA.
Residential Long-Term Residences
These facilities combine both living and
healthcare facilities. They are often called
‘board and care.’
Assisted Living Facilities (ALF)
In the US, ALFs are care facilities dedicated to
providing support for older people or people
living with disabilities that require regular,
day-to-day assistance, but not 24-hour care.
Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF)
These are the more traditional nursing homes
that provide essential care to residents.
Long-term care nurses may also work in a
residential setting or within rehab facilities.
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How Do I Find Work As a
Long-Term Care Nurse?
These are just some of the ways you can begin to
search for your dream long-term care nursing
job.
Get Online
Today, most of the opportunities and information
for long-term care nurses can be found online.
The Conexus Medstaff website is a great place to
start your nursing journey.
Here you can expect to find out more about what
it takes to become a registered nurse in the US
and receive expert support and guidance.
Learn more at https://www.conexusmedstaff.com
- at the end of this guide, look for other great
online resources to guide your journey.

LONG-TERM CARE NURSING

ways to
find
work in
longterm
care

How Do I Find Work As a
Long-Term Care Nurse?
Find The Right Sponsor
Most nurses looking to work in the US will need
sponsorship from an employer to obtain a visa. This
sponsor may be a direct employer or an agency. The
type of visa and sponsor you choose will depend on
whether you are looking for a permanent or shortterm experience. If you’re searching for a continuing
role, finding an agency or employer with experience
in long-term care homes may be a great fit.
Find a Committed Sponsor
Choosing to work as a nurse in a new country is
exciting and stressful. Your goal is to find a sponsor
who:
Understands what you are going through,
Supports you from relocation all the way through
your continuous professional development, and;
Manages every stage of the immigration and
licensing process for you;

At Conexus Medstaff, we help thousands of nurses
find their American dream, personally handling and
keeping you updated and involved every step of the
way on immigration. In other words, it’s one less thing
to worry about.
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What Are The Benefits
of a Committed Sponsor?
Finding the right sponsor is about more than
finding a job you love. It’s about finding someone
who will go the extra mile to support your career
move. To help you grow personally and
professionally. These are just some of the
impressive benefits the nurses we sponsor at
Conexus Medstaff receive:
Long-Term Support
Many nursing agencies are looking for people to fill
a contract and move on. We are committed to
supporting nurses who are making a lasting career
move. Helping them to find roles with room to
grow.
Continuous Professional Development
Our US Ready program is a collection of resources
that provide you with an introduction to the US
healthcare industry, along with access to key
regulations, training materials, and much more.
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Other great resources
about long-term care
Here are some more useful websites regarding
long-term care nursing.

Long Term Care Nurses Association https://www.ltcna.org
National Association for the Support of
Long Term Care - https://www.nasl.org
National Gerontological Nursing Association https://www.omicsonline.org/societies/national
-gerontological-nursing-association-ngna
Journal of Aging and Long-Term Care https://agingandlongtermcare.com
RegisteredNursing.org https://www.registerednursing.org
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Long-Term Care Facilities
Need Nurses Like You
The need for international nurses is growing. As
a skills shortage and an aging nurse population
are set to leave the workforce, there will be an
ensuing deficit of 240,000 registered nurses in
the US by 2026. You have the potential to be
one of the nurses who change that story.
Working as a long-term care nurse could
provide you with the chance to make a positive
difference to lives every day. If you’re interested
in a nursing career that can take you places,
please visit the Conexus Medstaff website today
at
https://www.conexusmedstaff.com.

Register with us: https://bit.ly/2HpGxFV
Email us: info@conexus.com
Contact Us: https://bit.ly/2YuR4Fm
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